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2nd Bi-Annual Project Award Winners - 2012
The GCAO Project Awards started in 2010 and was designed to recognize projects that were built in the Ottawa &
Surrounding communities. The awards focus was to recognize projects that showed innovation in construction,
technical ability to construct, and economic, social and environmental improvements in the quality of life of the
public.
This was the second bi-annual project award presentation which occurred at the Ottawa Congress Centre. This year
the GCAO had a total of 6 submissions, 3 of which were for the Category A – Projects Under $15 million and 3
submissions under the Category A – Projects Over $15 Million. This year the GCAO did receive one submission under
the Category B – Industrial/Infrastructure/Civil but unfortunately the project was withdrawn from the competition
at the last minute. The following is a summary of the entries:
1. Category A – Buildings - Projects Over $15 million
a. Algonquin College Centre for Construction Excellence – Ellis Don
b. Ottawa Congress Centre – PCL
c. Smiths Falls OPP FIU & RCC – Frecon & Bird Construction
2. Category A – Buildings - Projects Under $15 million
a. Ottawa Humane Society – Lundy Construction
b. Canada Aviation and Space Museum Addition & Renovation – Lundy Construction
c. Centrepointe Theatre Expansion – Tofcon Construction Inc.
The Panel of Adjudicators who ranked the entries in accordance with a long list of criteria including project
management, safety, scheduling, complexity, innovations, customer satisfaction, and contribution to the area’s
economic, social and environmental quality of life. The Panel members were:
1. Randy Romanin, Executive Director, JL Richards and
2. Robert Matthews, Principal, N45 Architecture
3. Claudio Brun del Re, Executive Director University of Ottawa

Don Chutter Meritorious Achievement Award
The Don Chutter Meritorious Achievement Award was presented to the submission that best demonstrates the
contribution of General Contracting to our quality of life in Ottawa. The judging panel considered the project
which excels in all areas of the rated criteria and is also an Ottawa and Surrounding Region Project. The criteria for
consideration was four different but related aspects of the submitting firm’s role in the project:
Project objectives, solutions and achievements;
Technical excellence and innovation;
Level of difficulty; and
Contribution to economic, social or environmental quality of life
The winner for the 2012 Don Chutter Meritorious Achievement Award was the Construction of the Algonquin College
Centre for Construction Excellence that was completed by Ellis Don.
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The following is the executive summary of the project:
This facility is the largest in Ontario and is a showcase and teaching laboratory for best practices in sustainable
construction. The new centre provides an industry hub to train and inspire 2,500 full-time and 5,000 part-time
construction, architecture and design students, faculty, researchers, builders and trades people. For the
community at large, the AACE will benefit all those citizens occupying or using future buildings or infrastructure.
The following is the award that was presented to Ellis Don:
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The following is the presentation board that Ellis Don submitted for the Algonquin College Centre for Construction
Excellence:
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Awards of Excellence - Category A – Buildings- Projects over $15 million in value
This year’s winner of the Category A – Buildings – Projects over $15 million in value category is the Ottawa
Convention Centre Redevelopment Project that was completed by PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
The following is the executive summary of the project:
Ottawa Convention Centre Redevelopment Program involved the demolition of the old Ottawa Congress Centre and
the design and construction of a new Tier II convention centre. Its bold, modern design included many innovations
and provided an iconic, functional convention space in the centre of Ottawa. It is directly linked to the Rideau
Centre shopping mall, the Westin Hotel and an indoor parking garage. One of the major re-cycling components in
the pursuit of LEED certification was the re-fabrication and installation of the old Congress Centre steel trusses for
a saving of nearly one million dollars.
The following is the award that was presented to PCL Constructors Canada Inc:
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The following is the project board that was submitted by PCL Constructors Canada Inc:
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Awards of Excellence - Category A – Buildings – Projects under $15 million in value
This year’s winner of the Category A – Buildings – Projects under $15 million in value category is the Centrepointe
Theatre Expansion Project that was completed by Tofcon Construction.
The following is the executive summary of the project:
The theatre is part of a building complex also housing municipal offices and the Nepean Library. It is a busy site at
all hours of the day, surrounded by active pedestrian thoroughfares and adjacent to a main Hydro Ottawa
transformer station. Special challenges were a firm deadline established by the Federal Incentives Projects
Program; an occupied operating facility; and the need to minimize site impacts and to ensure ongoing operations
and safety for the public, occupants and project team.
The following is the award that was presented to Tofcon Construction:
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The following is the presentation board that Tofcon Construction submitted for the Centrepointe Theatre
Expansion:

196 Bronson Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 6H4 Tel: (613) 239-4525 Fax: 877-212-2974

Awards of Merit - Category A – Buildings – Projects under $15 million in value
This year the judges decided to recognize M.P. Lundy (Ontario) Limited for a merit award for their work at the
Canadian Aviation and Space Museum Renovation & Addition Project. This award has never been issued to date but
the judges felt that this project was so close to the winning submission that it should be honored under an Award
of Merit.
The following is the executive summary of the project:
This renovation and addition required complex phased scheduling in order to meet the required milestone dates. In
addition to constructing the essential additional space for educational programs and expanding the retail area, one
of the unique aspects of the project included the suspension of a Snowbird Tudor Jet from the ceiling of the new
atrium.
The following is the presentation board that M.P. Lundy (Ontario) Limited submitted for the Canadian Aviation and
Space Museum Renovation & Addition Project:
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